
Town of Guilford Planning Commission Meeting Notes—Draft 

7pm, September 24, 2018; Guilford History Museum, Guilford Center Road 

PC Members Present: Tanya Balsley, Chuck Clark, Jethro Eaton, Harry Evans, Michelle Frehsee, Lynn 
King, Nathanael Matthiesen and Thayer Tomlinson 

Call to Order: 7:00pm 

Recognition of Public: Gabby Ciuffreda and Steve Lembke attended at 8:00pm for an update on the 
Windham Regional Commission  

Old Business: 

• Flood Plain Ordinance: Members spent 15 minutes reading answers to the FAQs provided by the 
Conservation Commission which were received September 24th afternoon. Michelle reminded PC 
members that the PC role in this work was to create an FAQ mailer to go to all Guilford residents 
that the PC would pay for. The PC created questions and sent them to the Conservation Commission 
who then provided answers to each question. The role of the PC in this document is to help share 
this information with the Town. The Selectboard has reviewed this FAQ document and overall, the 
Conservation Commission and Selectboard feel this is ready to be shared with the public. The goal is 
to get the FAQs to the Guilford public at least a month prior to the November 6th vote on the 
ordinance. As the Planning Commission, it is our role to make sure we present the information as 
clearly as possible and information that is totally accurate to educate residents prior to the 
November 6th vote. A discussion followed: 

o The Conservation Commission proposes that the FAQs will go out with a brief cover letter, a 
list of facts vs misconceptions, a list of benefits to the town, and an abbreviated version of 
the ordinance. This will need to be mailed October 9th after a meeting October 1st of 
Planning and Conservation Commissions. Jethro highlighted the difference between a bylaw 
and an ordinance—and suggested that the difference between them be added to the list of 
information that will be sent along with the FAQs.  

o There will be a public meeting Wednesday, October 17, at the Guilford Central School from 
6:30pm – 8:00pm.  

o Both Lynn and Chuck asked for clarification on question #4 regarding flood insurance—and 
suggested we ensure that the FAQ specifies that this is federally-backed loans.  

o Tanya noted that it is the job of the Planning Commission to provide clear information to 
residents and help them understand what is happening and how opportunities can benefit 
the Town. 

o Lynn highlighted that a handout from an earlier meeting noted that this is a bylaw—when 
this proposed issue is specifically an ordinance, not a bylaw. We need to be clear that this is 
not a bylaw, but an ordinance. 

o Lynn noted that she wanted Jackie’s concern (highlighted by Jackie at prior meetings) 
regarding property values to be considered as the fact sheet wasn't clear as to how property 
values would be addressed. Jackie had noted that realtors told her that property values will 
be affected.  



Next steps: Thayer will update the FAQs document with corrections in advance of the October 1 
meeting (Jethro and Tanya and Harry will attend, Lynn will check on dates)—the final components of 
the mailing.  

Jethro made a motion for the PC to send an FAQ document with the other proposed information to 
all Guilford residents on Oct 9th. Tanya seconded the motion—all voted in favor.  

• Guilford Community Welcome Handbook: The PC will discuss at the next meeting 
• Windham Regional Commission (WRC) Update: Gabby Ciuffreda and Steve Lembke provided an 

update on the WRC and the annual meeting from August 2018. They noted that there are 27 towns 
in the WRC and each town has 2 representatives. Gabby has been elected chair of the WRC. Gabby 
noted that WRC gets funding from the 27 towns which only accounts for 5% of the WRC budget—
the remainder of the budget and expenses are from state grants. Their next major undertaking is 
revamping the entire WRC plan and the transportation plan; committees are going through their 
specific areas of their regional plans to best apportion staff time over the next few years. The 
regional plan must be updated every 8 years. A few updates specific to the PC: 

o The PC learned that the Guilford Town Plan will also move to the 8-year update schedule 
and therefore Guilford has an extension until 2023 to revamp the Town Plan.  

o Gabby and Steve suggested that PC members also read surrounding towns’ plans. 
Dummerston is a great example of a very approachable town plan. 

o The WRC chair didn’t receive our energy plan—Michelle will send to Pete Van Loon to 
ensure that WRC can review the energy plan and approve it. 

o Gabby noted that WRC has been able to connect a lot of dots from the local to county to 
state level. She said that every Monday they have brown bag lunches to discuss issues with 
legislators held at WRC offices in Brattleboro; this is now open to the public.  

• Guilford Energy Committee Update: Thayer gave a brief update on the Energy Committee work to 
date. The EC has about 6 members and is starting their work focusing on surveying Guilford homes 
to determine how they are heated, how much fuel is used, and the cost. The survey was available at 
the Guilford Fair and received about 20 responses; Thayer is creating an electronic version and will 
share the URL with the Town, the PC, and the school to try and receive more responses. The EC is 
also looking at participating in the Efficiency Vermont Button Up program to utilize their resources. 
They are also hoping to work with Corey Sorensen’s 4th grade class to involve the students as well.  

Communications: Michelle handed out the Living Communities Challenge vision plan and the PC had a 
short discussion on the vision plan. The PC members will review. 

Close of Meeting: 8:42 pm 

 


