
Town of Guilford 
Planning Commission Meeting Notes—Draft  

6:30 pm, Monday, November 5, 2018 at the Guilford Town Office, Guilford, VT  
 
Present at the Meeting: Tanya Balsley, Chuck Clark, Jethro Eaton, Harry Evans, Michelle 
Frehsee, Lynn King, Nathanael Matthiesen, Thayer Tomlinson 
 
Call to order: 6:42pm 
 
Recognition of Public: no public  
 
Discussion of next Planning Commission Meeting: The PC decided to hold the December 
meeting on Wednesday, December 5, 2018 from 6:30 – 8:00pm. The members also decided 
to hold the January 2019 meeting on Wednesday, January 23.  
 
The Planning Commission will present our update to the Selectboard at 6:30pm, December 
10, 2018. All Planning Commissioners are encouraged to attend if they are able.  
 
Old Business:  
 

1. Flood Ordinance: Reviewing materials submitted and verifying timeline of next 
steps. Michelle briefly laid out the process and timeline for the flood ordinance vote. 
We will still plan to send our FAQs to the community but will wait until January 
2019. We will know more about next steps based on the next Selectboard meeting in 
November and will plan to discuss in detail at the December PC meeting.  

2. Discuss recent Living Communities Challenge Meeting: wait for December meeting.  
 
New Business:  
 

1. Energy Committee Update: Thayer gave a brief update on the Energy Committee and 
stated that the Energy Committee is asking for a budget of $250 from the Planning 
Commission to pay for an online survey program for the Home Heating Energy 
Survey; the budget will also cover printing costs for paper surveys. The Energy 
Committee is planning to have a member at the upcoming Grange Thanksgiving 
dinner to encourage attendees to take the survey; Thayer is able to set up the online 
survey and once set up, will share through the Town website, School newsletter, 
Broad Brook Community Center (Grange) mailing list, etc. Jethro made a motion to 
fund the Energy Committee request of $250 for the survey costs; Tanya seconded.  

2. Budget Submission: the Planning Commission needs to submit our budget request 
for 2019. We have 2018 unspent funds that will roll into 2019 but need to take into 
consideration the printing/mailing costs for the Flood Ordinance FAQs, the $250 for 
the Energy Committee, and the expected printing costs for the Handbook. Michelle 
suggested that we ask for an additional $500 to the usual $1000 annual budget 
request. Jethro made a motion to ask for $1500 for the 2019 budget; Tanya 
seconded.  

3. Recreation Commission and Volunteers: Michelle noted that the Recreation 
Commission has moved forward with many items highlighted in the Town Plan—
especially with building and maintaining trails as well as creating more 



opportunities for recreation in Guilford. The Recreation Commission has been told 
that it can only involve Town Commissioners listed on the Town website as 
volunteers for any physical work. It was discussed that there are many 
opportunities for Planning Commission members to help the Recreation 
Commission and that if they are interested in volunteering, they should contact Jake 
Dixon.  

4. Welcome to Guilford Handbook: The Planning Commission discussed the Welcome 
to Guilford Handbook which will be provided to new residents moving to Guilford 
through printed copies and will be available at the Town Office. We should expect to 
spend time at the next three meetings discussing an overview and the information 
to be included. The handbook will be the story of what has been; the history of how 
the land and livelihoods brought the community together. It will be a compendium 
of resources and information on what Guilford was, what it is now, and where it 
hopes to go.  

a. Michelle noted that she will contact Minuteman Press in Brattleboro to get 
printing estimates for a few different layout options and will bring those to 
the December meeting.  

b. Michelle and Thayer offered to work on the layout and design of the 
handbook once the information is ready.  

c. After a full discussion, Planning Commission members noted that to best tell 
the story of Guilford—its people, resources, land, history, etc., we should 
include a number of interviews to highlight the different views and 
experiences of the community. Tanya, Lynn, Harry, Chuck, Jethro, and 
Nathanael were interested in interviews. 

d. Some of the topic areas discussed (and to be refined at the December 
meeting) include (with a list of examples provided): 

i. People and making connections—Front Porch Forum, Recreation 
Commission, finding help, the Guilford School, volunteering 

ii. Places—rivers, trails, swimming, the Library, the Covered Bridge, the 
Guilford Store 

iii. Land—farms, mills, quarries 
iv. Events—the Guilford Fair, dances, Sugar on Snow suppers 
v. Seasons and activities—haying, apples, peepers, first and last frost, 

hunting, sugaring, skiing 
vi. Maps—Town maps, VAST trails, hiking maps 

vii. History (Michelle offered to draft)—Guilford Historical Center, 
historical markings  

viii. Recreation—where to swim, bike, hike, ski, skate, snowmobile, run 
ix. Government—Town Meeting, how to engage with government, roads 

information  
x. General Interviews—stories are the most important piece of the 

handbook and can help capture the essential “Guilford”. Can include 
some of Veranda Porche’s kitchen talks narratives and conduct 
interviews on many subjects 

 
Communications: none 
 
Close of Meeting: 8:30pm 


