
Town of Guilford 
Planning Commission Meeting Notes—draft  

 
6:30 pm Monday, January 20, 2020 at the Guilford Town Office  

 
Call to order: 6:37pm 
 
PC Members present: Michelle Frehsee, Thayer Tomlinson, Nathanael Matthiesen, Jackie 
Gaines, Lynn King, Jethro Eaton, Harry Evans, Chuck Clark, Tanya Balsley 
 
Recognition of Public: no public  
 
Business 

1. Letter from Windham Regional Commission. Michelle shared a letter sent to the 
Planning Commission from Windham Regional Commission recommending that 
prescriptive language be used throughout the Town Plan while the PC is updating 
the plan overall. Of key importance is the following: “Importance of prescriptive 
language in town plan policies when it comes to Act 250 (and Section 248, for that 
matter).  In a nutshell, if the town wants the District Environmental Commission 
and/or Public Utility Commission to give serious consideration to applying town plan 
policy, those policies need to have language that is prescriptive: something will or shall 
be done, as opposed to something should be considered or supported or 
encouraged.  In the absence of zoning, the town is relying upon state decision making 
bodies to implement the policies of the town plan.  Any ambiguity in town plan policy 
language ostensibly signals flexibility in the application of that policy language.  Court 
decisions related to the standing of town plans in Act 250 and Section 248 have 
ostensibly said that town plan policy language must be prescriptive to have 
meaningful effect.” The PC discussed this advice and noted that this language will be 
used throughout the Plan.  

2. Town Plan Edits: The PC members continued working through the marked Town 
Plan to accept/reject suggested edits as a group. The discussion focused on the 
Housing section. When originally reviewing the Town Plan, the PC had marked 
several edits, suggestions, and clarification requests in the Housing section. Much of 
the meeting’s discussion focused on clarifying language in the Goals and Policies 
section of Housing and creating more specific requirements for full public 
notification and engagement with development that would require town services. 
The PC will complete the Housing section discussion (Actions) at the February 3 
meeting.  

Communications: none 
 
Close of Meeting: 8:10 pm 
There will be two meetings in February: Monday February 3 and Tuesday February 25; 
both at 6:30pm in the Town Office.  

 


