
GUILFORD SELECTBOARD - MEETING 
Monday, 27 April 2020, 6:30 pm, 236 School Road, Guilford, VT 

 
  MINUTES 

 
SELECTBOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Wizansky, Verandah Porche, Gordon Little, 
Michael Becker, Zon Eastes 
 
OFFICIALS/ STAFF PRESENT:    Peder Rude (Town Administrator) 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Recognition of Public: Austin Rice (BCTV), Elly Majonen (resident) 

 
III. Rules of Procedure 

 
IV. Additions 

a. GCS Liquor & Tobacco License 
b. Purchase of 1-ton truck 
c. CUD update 
d. FAC Appointee 

 
V. Changes to Agenda Order 

 
VI. Approval of Minutes  (5 minutes) 

a. Regular Meeting - 13 April 2020 
i. ACTION Verandah moved to approve the minutes as written. Michael seconded. 

All were in favor. None were opposed. No one abstained. Motion carried. 
 

VII. New Business 
a. FY21 Budget Shortfall: Contingency Planning 

i. Richard noted that no decisions would be made, but suggested that the 
Selectboard be proactive in planning to address the anticipated shortfall. Peder 
had previously shared some information with the Selectboard. Due to economic 
hardships brought on by the COVID19 pandemic, the town will likely face a 
shortfall in tax revenues in the upcoming fiscal year. In addition, the state 
announced anticipated budget shortfalls which will have an impact on funds the 
town receives. Richard asked the FAC to start thinking about contingency 
planning. There was a brief discussion about education tax payments to the state. 
The Selectboard will respond to new information as it emerges.  

ii. ACTION Peder will put together some estimations of what budget shortfalls will 
look like for the town and potential cuts that could be made if necessary. 

 
b. Guilford Country Store liquor/tobacco license:  

i. Annually, the Guilford Country Store submits a request for renewal of their liquor 
and tobacco license to the Selectboard. 

ii. ACTION Richard moved to approve the GCS liquor and tobacco license. 
Verandah seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. No one abstained. 
Motion carried. 

 
c. One-ton truck 
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i. As part of the Capital Plan, the town planned to purchase another one-ton truck to 

replace an existing truck that has required costly repairs There was a brief 
discussion between Selectboard members. 

ii. ACTION Zon moved to purchase the one-ton truck from Claremont Ford. 
Verandah seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. No one abstained. 
Motion carried. 

 
d. Communications Union District Update 

i. Zon presented an update on the Windham CUD and Deerfield Valley CUD. He 
noted that Guilford is following the WRC plan. Zon also gave a brief update on the 
towns participating in the Deerfield Valley CUD. They hope to bring in up to 8 
potential utility companies to provide service, and interview them on what they can 
provide. Peder will be the contact person for that group and will share that 
information with Zon and Michael. 

 
e. Finance Advisory Committee Appointee 

i. The Selectboard had previously appointed four people to serve on the committee 
and needed one more. Anne Rider volunteered to fill that role. There was a brief 
discussion between Selectboard members. 

ii. ACTION Verandah moved to appoint Anne to the Finance Advisory Committee. 
Michael seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. No one abstained. 
Motion carried. 

 
f. Dog incident 

i.  Richard provided the background on a previous dog bite incident. In general, the 
state statute has not changed and the town ordinance is in line with that. Peder did 
confirm with the Town Health Officer that the dog was up to date on rabies and 
was to be in quarantine until 1st May. There was a brief discussion between 
Selectboard members.  

ii. ACTION Peder and Verandah to draft a letter to send to the dog owner. Richard 
will reply to the concerned resident. 

 
g. Emergency signs 

i. Several of the Selectboard members felt that the signs notifying people that all 
town buildings are closed should have a friendlier message reflecting the outlook 
and community spirit of Guilford. There was a brief discussion between 
Selectboard members. 

ii. ACTION The phrase “We’re at work for you.” to be added to the sign message. 
 

VIII. Old Business 
a. Selectboard Revised Annual Goals 

i. Verandah felt the goals are great and wondered if the pandemic should be 
recognized in an introductory statement due to the extraordinary times. Richard 
agreed that a preface to contextualize the goals and COVID-19 would be good. 

ii. ACTION Peder to add to website. 
iii. ACTION Zon and Verandah to write a preface. 
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iv. ACTION Zon moved to adopt the Selectboard revised annual goals. Michael 

seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. No one abstained. Motion 
carried. 

 
b. Admin Assistant 

i. Richard noted this was carried over from the last meeting. Given the impact of 
COVID19 on the budget for the upcoming year, he suggested that the Selectboard 
delay pursuing this decision. There was a brief discussion and the Selectboard 
informally agreed to delay filling the role. 

 
IX. Discussion/Updates 

a. COVID-19 
i. Peder noted the most recent update from the state was relatively positive. In 

particular, the number of new COVID-19 cases had begun to level off and the 
number of hospitalized patients was beginning to decline. Governor Scott also 
enabled a few sectors to return to work as long as they follow state guidelines. 
VTrans has also stated that some work on grant projects may begin again.  

 
b. Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

i. Peder updated the Selectboard on the status of the HMP. Neither FEMA or the 
state have made any exceptions to the requirements for completion of the HMP. 
The only exception is that public meetings can be held remotely. A planning team 
needs to be created. There was a brief discussion between those present.  

ii. ACTION Peder to reach out to the Planning Commission, Conservation 
Commission, Green River Village Preservation Trust, Town Health Officer, 
Floodplain Administrator, and Road Commissioner. There was a brief discussion. 
Richard volunteered to be a Selectboard liaison. Michael volunteered to be a 
Selectboard liaison and from GRVPT. 

 
c. Status of Grants & Projects 

i. Peder updated the Selectboard on the active grants. One is the Grants-in-Aid on 
the back side of Carpenter Hill Road. The second is for the Conservation 
Commission working on the Emerald Ash Borer assessment. A third was a VTrans 
structures grant to replace a culvert on Tater Lane. There was a brief discussion 
on other grants that have been applied for. 

 
X. Finance 

a. Warrants (5 minutes) 
 

Payroll – WE 04/19/20 $5827.71 

Payroll - WE 04/26/20 $5671.51 

Expense Warrant #2020 $6931.71 

Expense Warrant #FW20 $58.50 

TOTAL $18,489.43 
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ACTION Zon moved to pay finance warrants as read. Rusty seconded. All were in favor. 
None were opposed. None abstained. Motion carried. 
 

XI. Communications 
a. None. 

 
I. Actions taken at previous meeting 

a. Approve Annual VTrans Financial Plan 
b. Adopt the 2020 LEMP and NIMS 
c. Appoint members to the Finance Advisory Committee 

 
II. Actions Taken  

a. Approval of GCS liquor/tobacco license. 
b. Approved purchase of new one-ton truck. 
c. Appointed Anne Rider to FAC. 
d. Adoption of Selectboard Annual Goals. 
e. Delay hiring of admin assistant. 

 
III. Actions to be Taken 

a. Peder to make estimates of what budget shortfalls would possibly look like for FY21. 
b. Write two letters relating to recent dog incident. 
c. Add “friendlier” message to signs about town building closures. 
d. Verandah and Zon to write preface to Goals. 
e. Peder to put Goals on website. 
f. Peder to reach out to individuals about creation of HMP planning committee. 
 

IV. Adjournment 
ACTION Zon moved to adjourn. Verandah seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. 
None abstained. Motion carried. 

 
Next Selectboard Meeting: 05.11.2020 at 6:30 pm  
* Digitally signed due to COVID-19 
 
Richard Wizansky  _________________________________________ 
 
 
Verandah Porche ______________________________________ 
 
 
Rusty Marine _____________________________________ 
 
 
Michael Becker _________________________________________ 
 
 
Zon Eastes _____________________________________  




