
Town of Guilford 
Planning Commission Meeting Notes—draft  

 
6:00 pm Monday, November 16, 2020 by zoom and conference call 

 
Call to order: 6:08 pm  
 
Recognition of Public: Andy and Elise Burrows, Paul and Christina Belogour 
 
PC members on the call: Michelle Frehsee, Jethro Eaton, Tanya Balsley, Thayer 
Tomlinson, Lynn King, Jackie Gaines, Harry Evans 
 
Business 

Discussion with Guilford landowners Paul and Christina Belogour of Viking Village –  

• Paul and Christina provided an overview of what they are doing in the region. They have 
a maple farm in Guilford with 18,000 taps and made 8500 gallons of syrup they sell on 
www.Vermontmaplesyrup.com website for Vermont-made products.  

• They also have the Viking Village in Guilford – they decided to build a business around 
nature with the least amount of disruption. It is very primitive on the outside and uses 
local materials. They are following all state building requirements – for example the state 
is requiring that they put an elevator in the mess hall as it is two-stories (this is about a 
mile from Weatherhead Hollow pond in the woods). Once they go live, they plan to have 
functions, weddings, team building activities and will operate as a stand-alone resort. 

• They would be happy to show abutting property owners around the property. They noted 
that they did not choose Guilford due to no zoning but chose Guilford due to the 
availability of land. They are working on developing low impact businesses that don’t 
greatly impact neighbors. 

• They have also purchased a small field on Sweet Pond road that is 5.5 acres. They have 
subdivided this land and plan to build 3 homes that fit into the local landscape and are 
planning to resell these properties. The three houses have had septic permits permitted by 
the state just now. They are breaking ground tomorrow on them (November 17, 2020) 
and will work one house at a time. Paul will stop by Andy and Elise’s tomorrow and 
share the plans with them.  

Town Plan discussion and next steps:  

• Nothing is moving forward with Windham regional – we have 60 days to complete the 
Town Plan as soon as the Governor’s order is lifted. We do not know when that will be. 
However, this will include having a public meeting, warning that meeting with 30-days’ 
notice, etc. We should consider finishing up the plan and using our budget to send the 
plan to all residents for their review in the near term. This is not in lieu of a public 
meeting but giving the public more time to review the plan.  

http://www.vermontmaplesyrup.com/


• Michelle and Jethro suggested we do add details of the COVID-19 pandemic; they are 
working on this as part of the Hazard Mitigation plan. Protecting ourselves for the future 
and setting the stage for if this may happen again. All agreed. 

• This COVID section would include language that highlights how Guilford worked 
through COVID-19 as a community. What systems worked well during the pandemic and 
how to support those systems that did not do as well. Think about adding a dedication to 
those organizations. 

• Michelle would like to send a printed copy to everyone in Town in February. Could pay 
for a business to print and send to all Guilford residents.  

• Next meeting to be set for early January 2021; have an informal meeting Monday 14th 
December as a check in. 

Other Business: Zoom seems to work well for Planning Commission meetings.  

 
Close of Meeting: 7:45 pm 


