
GUILFORD SELECTBOARD - MEETING
Monday, 12 April 2021, 6:30 pm, 236 School Road, Guilford, VT

MINUTES

SELECTBOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Wizansky, Verandah Porche, Michael Becker, Zon
Eastes, Rusty Marine

OFFICIALS/ STAFF PRESENT: Peder Rude (Town Administrator)

I. Call to Order

II. Recognition of Public: Austin Rice (BCTV), Gretchen Gerzina, Carolyn Taylor Olson (resident),
Eric Jones (resident), Wendy Stone (resident), Shanta Gander, Sarah Coffey (resident), Jody
Hauser (resident), Julie Beet (resident), Don McLean (resident), Jim Henry (resident), Nancy
Evans (resident)

III. Rules of Procedure

IV. Additions
a. Green Up - office parking lot

V. Changes to Agenda Order

VI. Approval of Minutes (5 minutes)
a. Regular Meeting - 22 March 2020

i. ACTION Verandah moved to approve the minutes as written. Michael seconded.
All were in favor. None were opposed. No one abstained. Motion carried.

VII. Highway
a. General Update

i. Peder shared that he spoke with Dan and a couple of the road crew at the end of
the previous week. Most of their recent work has been on improving the state of
the roads after mud season. That primarily means grading and hauling lots of
gravel. Dan was initially concerned that he may go over budget. However, earlier
in the day Dan confirmed there is approximately $7000 remaining in his gravel
budget and that is sufficient for the remainder of the fiscal year. There was a brief
discussion on a couple other budget items. Overall, Dan expects the highway
department to come in just under budget.

a. Town Road & Bridge Standards
i. ACTION Richard moved to certify the Highway Road & Bridge Standards.

Verandah seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. No one abstained.
Motion carried.

VIII. New Business
a. Brattleboro Words Trail - Signage for Lucy Terry Prince

i. Shanta Gander read a statement on the proposed signage and project as a whole
to recognize Abijah and Lucy Terry Prince. The Brattleboro Words Trail is
requesting a letter of support from the Selectboard for signage at the Welcome
Center on I-91. Shanta noted that the Guilford Historical Society board has already
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unanimously supported this proposal. She also noted that the Project is seeking
Selectboard support for an additional marker in Guilford Center, possibly at the
Guilford Historical Society that provides more information about the lives and
contributions of Abijah and Lucy Prince. As a person of color and an abutting
neighbor, Carolyn Tyalor-Olsen shared why it is important to have the additional
information about Abijah and Lucy, but also why it is equally important that visitors
do not disturb this fragile and important historical site and those that live near it.
Gretchen Gerzina shared about her experience living in Guilford and the 7 years in
which she and her husband researched and wrote a book about Lucy Prince.
There was an extended discussion with everyone present.

ii. ACTION Verandah moved to offer a letter of support to the Brattleboro Words Trail
for a marker to be placed at the Vermont Welcome Center at Exit 1 for Lucy Terry
Prince. Michael seconded.

iii. Richard requested an amendment to the motion to include a more detailed display
about the Princes in Guilford, the location of which will be determined later, and a
formal display with more information about the Princes inside the Welcome Center

iv. ACTION. Verandah accepted the amendment. Rusty seconded the amended
motion. All were in favor. None were opposed. No one abstained. Motion carried.

b. Recreation Commission
i. Online donations & payments

1. Wendy and Eric shared their interest and reasons for the Selectboard to
consider accepting online donations and/or payments. Verandah also noted
this could also benefit the Cemetery Commission and other town
commissions as well. There was a general discussion about ideas and
options.

2. ACTION The Recreation Commission to write up a plan to present to the
Selectboard for the next meeting.

3. ACTION Peder to inquire with VLCT about what other towns in the state do
to accept online payments.

ii. VT Children’s Trust Foundation Grant
1. Wendy submitted a grant application to fund a sandbox at the Playscape.

She noted they feel there is a discrepancy on the timing. She shared that if
awarded, the funds would not be available until the fall and the Recreation
Commission was hoping to get the sandbox built so it could be used during
the summer of 2021. Wendy and Eric requested approval to move ahead
with the work if the grant was approved. There was a brief discussion.

2. ACTION Verandah moved to approve the work if the grant is approved in
June. Michael seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. No one
abstained. Motion carried.

iii. Little Free Pantry
1. Wendy shared that the Rec Commission received a request to place a Little

Free Pantry at the Playscape. This a small “box” for people to leave or take
donations of non perishable food items. The Recreation Commissioners
were in support of this. Representatives from the Neighborhood Roots
Collective spoke briefly about the topic. If someone needs food, they are
free to take it. If others want to give, they are free to donate. There was a
brief discussion.
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2. ACTION Michael moved to approve the placement of the Little Free Pantry
at the Playscape. Zon seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. No
one abstained. Motion carried.

c. Bullock Education Fund Correction
i. Peder shared that Don noticed there was a minor error on the Bullock Education

Fund. There was a brief discussion.
ii. ACTION Peder to correct the minutes to reflect it is a three year term and not one

year.
d. ATV Ordinance

i. ACTION Verandah moved to approve the updated ATV ordinance. Zon seconded.
All were in favor. None were opposed. No one abstained. Motion carried.

e. Local Emergency Management Plan (LEMP)
i. EOC Location

1. There was a brief discussion about moving the EOC from the town office,
back to the Fire Department due to budget constraints on purchasing new
radio equipment.

2. ACTION Michael moved to change the location of the EOC back to GVFD.
Verandah seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. No one
abstained. Motion carried.

ii. Adopt NIMS
1. ACTION Zon moved to adopt NIMS. Rusty seconded. All were in favor.

None were opposed. No one abstained. Motion carried.
iii. Adopt LEMP

1. ACTION Verandah moved to adopt LEMP. Michael seconded. All were in
favor. None were opposed. No one abstained. Motion carried.

f. Bill S.79 Rental Housing Standards
i. Verandah shared that Bill S.79 is something that would be good for the

Selectboard to be aware of and the impact within Guilford. It was shared by the
Town Health Officer, Richard Davis, who asked the Selectboard to contact their
representatives to support its passage.

g. Town Health Officer
i. Richard Davis’ term expires in June and a Town Health Officer needs to be

recommended to the Department of Health. Richard had offered to be reappointed.
ii. ACTION Zon moved that Richard Davis is reappointed as Town Health officer.

Michael seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. No one abstained.
Motion carried.

iii. The Selectboard commended Richard on his volunteering in this important work in
Guilford.

h. Library Architect RFP
i. Richard shared a brief background on the library addition project to date and the

next steps.
ii. ACTION Richard moved to approve the RFP seeking an architect for the GFL

project. Verandah seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed. No one
abstained. Motion carried.

IX. Discussion/Updates
a. DVFiber Update
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i. Zon shared that the organization has now been around for one year. The most
significant news is the potential of federal funding for expanding broadband. The
organization has also put out an RFP for a public/private partnership for buildout in
the first towns in the region. They have received 11 responses thus far. The big
question is whether the primary desire is to build as soon as possible, or for the
organization to retain the maximum control over buildout and the project.

b. COVID Update
i. Peder shared a brief update on covid19. Vermonters are strongly encouraged to

get vaccinated and to visit the state website to visit Governor Scott’s Vermont
Forward Plan. vermont.gov/vermont-forward.

X. Finance
a. Warrants (5 minutes)

Payroll – WE 03/28/21 $6583.81

Payroll - WE 04/04/21 $5724.53

Payroll – WE 04/11/21 $5571.82

Expense Warrant #2018 $40,093.81

TOTAL $57,973.97

ACTION Verandah moved to pay finance warrants as read. Zon seconded. All were in favor.
None were opposed. None abstained. Motion carried.

XI. Communications
XII. Action Summary from Previous Meeting

a. Made an exception to the purchasing policy.
b. Approved purchase of new radios for the road crew.
c. Approved the Guilford School Story Walk on town office property
d. Approve GRCB repairs
e. Appointed Zon and Michael as DVFiber representatives
f. Approved SB annual goals and quarterly review of them.

XIII. Actions Taken
a. Certified Road & Bridge Standards
b. Offered letter of support for Lucy Terry Prince project.
c. Approved sandbox at Playscape if grant is approved.
d. Approved Little Free Pantry at Playscape
e. Approved updated ATV ordinance
f. Approved EOC back at GVFD
g. Approved NIMS
h. Approved LEMP
i. Approved Richard Davis as THO
j. Approved RFP for architect

XIV. Actions to be Taken
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a. Rec Com to create plan for online donations/payments
b. Peder to contact VLCT about online payments/donations

XV. Adjournment
ACTION Zon moved to adjourn. Verandah seconded. All were in favor. None were opposed.
None abstained. Motion carried.

Next Selectboard Meeting: 04.26.21 at 6:30 pm

Richard Wizansky  _________________________________________

Verandah Porche ______________________________________

Rusty Marine _____________________________________

Michael Becker _________________________________________

Zon Eastes _____________________________________

Richard Wizansky (May 10, 2021 18:08 EDT)
Richard Wizansky

Verandah Porche (May 10, 2021 18:25 EDT)
Verandah Porche

Michael Becker (May 10, 2021 20:47 EDT)
Michael Becker

Zon Eastes (May 12, 2021 10:07 EDT)
Zon Eastes

Rusty Marine (May 12, 2021 13:02 EDT)
Rusty Marine
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