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Recreation in Guilford
Bringing together all the energy: a multi-group meeting



Agenda

Introductions 
Recreation survey results 
Resource map 
Community calendar 
Creation of new activities 
Open discussion 



Are there enough recreation and leisure 
opportunities in Guilford?

66%

34% There is plenty to do in the area
Would like more or different things available
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Types of 
recreation 
you would 
like to see 
that are not 
currently 
available?
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Best way to stay informed about recreation 
events in Guilford?
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Front Porch Forum
Discover Guilford VT Facebook

Guilford Gazette
Specially created online calendar

Broad Brook Community Center Facebook
The Commons newspaper

Discover Guilford Facebook
Guilford Recreation Facebook

Specially created email listserve
Flyers in public places
Guilford, VT Facebook

Word of mouth
Broad Brook Commnity Center webpage

GuilfordVT.gov town webpage
DiscoverGuilford.com
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Community interests: 
                                        broad types of recreation
Things to do with  other people

Ways to make stronger  connections
Things to do on own

Ways to meet new people

Recurring groups
Special annual events

Recreation for families
Recreation for kids

Events to welcome newcomers
Recreation for seniors

Recreation for teens
Recreation for single folks
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Recreation for the BODY:  
              what would people like to see?

Multi-use trails (non-motorized)
XC ski or snowshoe trails

Indoor exercise group / class
Community swimming pool

Hiking groups
Outdoor pick-up sports

Indoor pick-up sports
Places to play pickleball / tennis

Sports teams for kids
Competitive sport opportunities

Multi-use trails (motorized)
Biking groups

Playgroups for kids
Running groups

Dog park
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Recreation for the MIND:  
              what would people like to see?

Opportunity to learn new skills

Philosophy / debate / current  events discussion

Book club

Foreign language practice club

Meditation group
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Recreation for the HANDS:  
              what would people like to see?

Arts group (painting, clay, drawing)

Fiber arts craft group

Mentorship programs with local tradespeople

Community woodworking shop
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Recreation involving FOOD:  
              what would people like to see?

Community potlucks

Community meals for purchase

Cooking workshops

Community vegetable garden

Ways to cook together

Community Thanksgiving dinner

Community kitchen for food preservation
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Recreation involving PERFORMING ARTS:  
              what would people like to see?

Music concerts

Movie showings

Dance (contra, swing, ballroom, etc)

Theater

Make music together (jams, ensembles, choir)

Improvisation group
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Recreation involving OUR NEIGHBORS:  
              what would people like to see?

Annual garden tour

Open studio / craft tour
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And the winners are  . . . . >50% interest in the community 

Open studio / craft tour
Annual garden tour

Music concerts
Multi-use trails (non-motorized)
Opportunity to learn new skills

Arts group (painting, clay, drawing)
XC ski or snowshoe trails

Community potlucks
Fiber arts craft group

Movie showings
Indoor exercise group / class

Mentorship with local tradespeople
Dance (contra, swing, ballroom, etc)

Community woodworking shop
Community meals for purchase

0 25 50 75 100

Re
cr

ea
tio

n 
Su

rv
ey

 R
es

ul
ts

 



Some concerns expressed:
 

Focus on existing town services / infrastructure instead of recreation


Recreation is available in nearby towns, don’t need to duplicate


Don’t want to lose Guilford’s essential nature by becoming a city


Concern that increased recreation will increase taxes
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Notable Write-in Comments
Not all events have a community-wide invitation


More intergenerational opportunities: why limit to seniors?


More places like the Weeks Forest — kudos!


Guilford Town should have a Facebook page


Trail entrance isn’t marked — it feels like we are trespassing


ATVs/UTVs as aids for those with limited mobility, a way to be in nature Re
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Resource Mapping:  
                                     what already exists?

Annual events 

Recurring groups 

Places to gather or recreate 

Groups involved with recreation



Resource Mapping:  
                                                 annual events



Resource Mapping:  
                                            recurring groups



Resource Mapping:  
                                          places to recreate

https://guilfordvt.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Guilfords-Recreational-Resources-2011.pdf



Resource Mapping:  
                                          places to recreate

https://guilfordvt.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Guilfords-Recreational-Resources-2011.pdf



Resource Mapping:  
                                          places to recreate



Resource Mapping:  
                                          recreation groups



Getting the Word Out: 
                           calendars & listerves          

Cross-posting: FB, FPF and Gazette 

Barriers: 

- FPF is great for single events, but is challenged with recurring events 

- Which FB to use? 

- Gazette, widely read but limited by quarterly publication 

Notable interest in a specially created calendar / listserve



Getting the Word Out: 
                           calendars & listerves          

GuilfordVT.gov  

 

 

Guilford Recreation

http://guilfordvt.gov


Expanding Recreation:       
                responding to community interest
How to make new events sustainable 

Hosted versus un-hosted events 

Free versus Fee 

Gaining momentum for recurring events 

Enlisting help from community members who are not part of a recreation group 

Barriers 

Grants listserve: ANR.FPRRecreationGrants@vermont.gov

mailto:ANR.FPRRecreationGrants@vermont.gov


Expanding Recreation:       
                           hiking, biking, skiing trails
Trail maps 

Trail markers  

Trail work-group 

Feasibility study of new multi-use trails — outcome of study? 

Trail Grant: https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/recreation-grants 

Option to groom XC trails?

https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/recreation-grants


Expanding Recreation:       
                           brainstorming new ideas

Open studio / craft tour
Annual garden tour

Music concerts
Multi-use trails (non-motorized)
Opportunity to learn new skills

Arts group (painting, clay, drawing)
XC ski or snowshoe trails

Community potlucks
Fiber arts craft group

Movie showings
Indoor exercise group / class

Mentorship with local tradespeople
Dance (contra, swing, ballroom, etc)

Community woodworking shop
Community meals for purchase
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Open Discussion


